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Executive Summary 



Tliis study examine the representative Montanans' awareness of malliiLKxia.] Irajispo? tafioo OpporTiiJ]lrifcs 
luhI looks sr their usage cf ziirporL leiourcci. We also a nab/?* die '^mad economic implications or' airports 
in the Mooruna ecom>Jtty. This- FTtiidy is based on a rand-cm survey o:" 1 .22? MooLana households. 

Montana residents knO* what transportation is available m their community and lii?y kno^v wiw. invites 
L^t nviiilaliSt st dieir local airport. Mo-nlanans lhLnk Uls pruttary v^nefits of having a local ahmnrt arc 
coovenience and added eton oni ic vitality. Emergency medical service Ls impurLiittl tu rr^al jusideiirs. 

Most Miimimuns arS familiar with die state ' s major airports, vfh-ieb. i^e lit tilled ioHies^ven tiiost pop ulcus 
.- of rraJ; center-- counties: almosL SO pereent of lb? respondents said they visited one ot'the seven 
aiTporrs Vr-La yei^rOn nd scheduled service. S lightly less than hvo-lJiirtlii of tbe v iiiwrs lived in one of die 
seven trade cemcr counties, while die ikdl lining OJLS-[b ip.1 traveled from a neighboring nnal area, 
rnccrcstingly, only abuul ^0 percent of aiiport visitors were act n idly iiirlme travelers, ^lille'.'i* i^maininf, 
7U pwvwLi were with other trailers, or had. oilier re a SO AS foi- vlsitinn. the aiiport. Tlris. non-travelers 
oiimoju bcred travelers abont cvvo to one anions! majo: airpor: visitors . 

Montanans w Ere reiali^ly satisfied wim the condition ofmajo: ;nrpjrl ficiliti^J and services and re-lanivclv. 
tlisslliified w irh the cost of scheduled passenger terv-ico. 

Mual n;ra.l £er.cval aviation airports are supported by local t.nvcmments and so must compete with other 
government services- for ftjudinp,- Not suiTjri singly, the smdy found tbiU user-;- of airport facilities were more 
willing lltan ^ji-ii.sers to fund imp rov em en Li wiAi lucol prOpeJi\ : Tares. TVil I injrncss to pay for desired 
improvements peaked ;iL antler^? per vear. A i rpntt noise and safety appear Lu be nuti-issues frvmuul m^l 
:cspondenb. Heigbr 1 i fli its were the only development restrictions for local a irpnrts mentioned hy a 
majority of mial residents. 

Ak irarij,pnrtaiion firms in Mon-Lana employed abort I ,^{XJ persons in 1994. These employees- earned about 
FoOmiilion blunges and salaries. An additional $7-H million was earned by Sfclf-^fllployed persons 
providing crop -5 praying or charter serves durinS 1.994. 
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L Methodology 



Montanam' aUiUiJeS Sjlu Opinions CuctfeTukui muLlirjoixJal ropitf. ^eiie derived usint, tekphnn* JiLeiviewj. 
TJm is a ndiablc and accurate method of sa^ipl ins state residents because most households ~ about V3 
percent — have a LeJepbom:. lhe remaining MonLuria household!: tOnlaiu a propO.'UOuately sloJ]] puFLiou 
of Lhepuputalioi^and rhe^e persons mc difficult m contact in ar.y circumstance. Using other survey 
techniques sueh as Tx.uil or persond inteTYLevy. may not be more siuxetiful. 

The Bureau of Business and Economic Research h.ns conducted survey jesearth tince l9bH, and uses Lbs 
following profess iooal flutf s o.i^[UJfjea.l]y" va I i^i merhnds. Telephone survey respondents were chosen using 
a rwo- stage selection procedure and represent a cross-secUun of Monlnnu iidul'.s. firs I. lelepJiusfS numbers 
v.-rire rarniiirnK ^n^ated hy torn outer, a com |ir ehensive approach be cause aJL numbers irerior listed in die 
phonebook, and the Listed numbers may not be act unite betuus?- peopif luo^S A SetojiO 1 J^uGOco 
procedure sele-Lnsone i^rsnn in die tifflisth old as respondent, eliminating biaa due 3> time of day or week. 
■ interviewer pre feiraice, or other sources. 

■iWl fnrerviews were conducted at the Bureau using CA'L'L {Computer Attired 1 eleptiojis L: ttTvievnj;) 
methods and ihorouetily trained and mouirorrd inler* (rivers. The question naire- was pnetested do check 
tiuestiutw, programming and ease of use. Tine interviews were conducted from ^ ovember l£y4 to January 
1995. 

Sampling Errors 

yftjst suTvcy fin dings arc reported in icnns of percentages of ;he leipun Jen'.s puLtf ti, u number 
g en ei; disable Lu UV pOpuk1k\it of Moura ha adnlrs as jt 'win ok. We found, for example, that about 7$ 
peivienr of respondents were users of the state's major ai:po:rts. Ihus we TenKoiUbiiL nbu u1 l^percemof 
aduJc MonLLUiaoi u&e the staled cniyOr airports, 

However, since (he 7b 1 percenL figLre is bated uil h temple <m'ly\ i*e niusr setrtunrt for tic pnssihil ity of 
error. Ttiiir is, i?*'* i nrtrv itwed all Montana adutu. the actual percentage using [he state' s major auporli 
may not be cxacrJy 79 percent. 

Researchers have developed n rattier complex formula ior determining la is :L nnar£iri nf eirnr ,: . jt involves 
[wo variables' J)rhe Jotal rmmhernf respondents io a given question, and: 21the peicetnaue of respondents 
giving a pan'culo: answer. Bach variable con independently iufluenie td* uiuiPJO f error 1 and ever^ 1 
quesLion ui li survey Jte^u ires a separate cakularion- Rcprcscntaiivc vahics for the usual scientific slamJiud 
of 93 percent accuracy arc as follows : 



l^ur 95% rrufoilble Aetithaey 
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Thus lwj wtanrpL^ — 79 percent at" t .225 ncspondciiES sai^d-iev use Oie Sf^lc : s major unpens — would have 
a sampling ejiion of about plu=; or minni 1 .-6 jwrcenL. Ee> s^ty-nine percent is closer do die onfjjer value of 
90 [?sn:«LHhiiD lu Lhe mid-ranye of 50 percent: chance of cirnr Is li is.lier 1 li i Mis rnjd-riia^e. When wc 
examine a smaller siihsroup die niacin of erro; jJses. When nst-ponss* Loaunestion arc evenly divided die 
:uiirg!ii uf ernj: rises. 

Sample Validation 

In a JxIjIluu Lu Ctfli;LJj!i1iaL£ ]nar^tna uf errur for the survey, we also need to insane tfiM nu t respondents 
represent an aeeLuate eToss-.wctmn nf MoJL^cia adullt . Tu doLhis. we "validate" the sample: by comparing 
the demographics of uux L.225 sample households with dica fiv^m die I9°0 Ceusui. 

TJit fuiJuwbij; Limits v ompiu/e the L 225 households sampled wEth 1 99A Cer.sns uf PupuiiilLua figures. 



l)tmrtgra|jhic rnmp&ri&cjrjg uf Survey Sample and 1990 Census itf l > nrmlali<in 
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bounces: The University of Monrar.a, Euncau of Rusine^ and Eeonomic Re^&arth, Munlarns 
Mnlriivodal SUdy^ W<f\ U-£. ^swirljcwn.': uf CumrnjerLe, Bureau of Lhe Census. 
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IL Concepts and Definitions 



Pcr.scnal LmcrvLev iiimyi lake replies a.1 Lii;e value Uiiia]]}- no fiCr^ivijir is nade to^hecV f^>i- Tjie-Lr 
£^■1 wil uk ;Uflcy hecausc nsspniiictita aflnudca and opinions arc the si±jea ot'rcsearch . Ln this cast wc 
explored MontanaiLs' perception ofnmuunouul issues uuJ. uppufl'.iuivJes. The iuaiCilffidflk and ■ 
misconception^ 1 n an ouiface among rc^pnndents may Lie used or fioide fuiurc public education starts. 



Airport types 

Montana's- iiirporlt riui£e frOEii busy en nun: crcial fields near urban center to jrress landins. sctFjir in Tural 
regions- We class:ry dncm a± follows: 

Maj Or Jl irpoH-S nave ycEr-round scheduled service and enplane at leas! 2 J LiU passengers per year. At 
present tliis category Includes chc seven airports associated wlGl .Vic uLan^t: UtJu'e tfciJflrs — Billing 
MiiKonJii. Bozjemsi' h (ji*at Falls, Kalispell (Glacier InncmiTinnal}, Helena, and Butte. These are 
cemficated aiiparts- and have met US Federal Avhrliun Administration (l r AA) criteria Tor satety. Lire. trash, 
and rescue services. 

tJciusni L avin( to" airpnrts include die remaining airports available for public use. Four {Miles City. 
Sidney, G la^gow, and! Le-viisLu^vu) ufft r re£o'2arly sdiriUu let! tfiijuJuire r fl^lirs wh icli ar-i ?uhs idi 7£d hyrhc 
federal g.ovenn in cut under its essential air service program. West Yellowstone oflers scheduled service in . 
the summer. 



Respondent Types 

For the purpose of Ihis s-ludy. «■« ui^ 1ue fbllinvinjg £fc;i£rapluLai ^Ia.^?ifl£stior.R: 

Urban resident are 1:wjjb re^^ondenrs 1 ivint, in Montana"* itiflit fiopuinus eeointies: Ycil mvstenc. 
Nf ; SS0ula^ Gallatin. Cascade. Fliuncad. Lewis and C J art , and Bu<oj- tike r Bow. These uibsin, orlraiis 
cencer counties alto tuHKiiii Montana's se-ven. major Of ccmncated airports . 

Rural residents are those respondent living in ojk- 0-f MouEana's nTuc-r-49 notl-urban. counties. 
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III. Multimodal Transportation Services 



Miinluminis me generally qulle Joiuvviedgc^bLs abnut available Tim Itimodal rnnir^naLwn. Wilh une 
reccnticLi, rcFTpondcn: awareness of specific sen-ji^K: exreetrcd St) percent. That exception was shuttle: 
semC*; 1^ percent uf res-pun der. Li m\ id Lhey didn't knew if diat was avaiklilfc in rlifcii coj:ujju]LLly. 

''Is (Transportation service/ available in yfrur community w not?" 
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Di$ia.nee- w iran&porlSLJuci serviw L. as Lnporlanr to users as variety. Not suTpri^i n &\y. iir-iuii Mnnl:in:inK 
are generally closer tn Uanspnrtaiinn services [nan are rural r^HidcjiLs. :ibe one exception here is rail 
pui^nEer service, whiLii is iivaiUibJc on3y aloiiE the KLatc's spaTsely ponularjK] jifluGlwrj} bur/der. 

"Atwut hwv far are you from {transportation facility), in terms of 'mites? '" 

Avmflt Mile a tt 10 Tranjpurlaliun Serrin or Mpile 
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IV, Airport Awareness 

Our study expJor^d. puW K lrnowlcdftc of Montana airports ia several wavs^ including the most botjc 
^.e^tio-ri of pncscncc o: absence. Almoei 9U percent of 1iie leipuudenls S3 ifl fliejr enuiuiunily lia^ an afipnit 
of lothc kind. 



Then mc cxplureu' respoiLJfJLls 1 awaitncs* of seventeen specific airport sen 1 ices and feat utk. We 
tOrn^vK] urban and rural resident's respuuses aini h uo1 suupriSui^Jv: many n-.niu ^efvices wciv; available in 
r.tajor airpuiLs l]]an i n smaller cotinncmlrics. A £ji cultural sen 1 ices were ihe only exception, beiiuir^ur-e 
widely available to rural airptw L utere . 



Js there ariy kind of <trt airport irtyww 
local community? 
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V. Community Benefits of Airports 

Moje [ban fifty percent of die respondents, both urban and nir-iL sulJ YaSW. convenience was "Ji^ iirnst 
important cominunLLy bencfil of au airport. ~Kenrt. mnsr. imjwitBiir. to hotti srnounf. was a cluster of economic 
benefits -- buiifl ess navel, economic growdi. personal travel, and tourism. Urban readculs pkvx relatively 
tnoTC importance un onafrpuris sfleii uu LChiflSjj;. Ruifll residents, on die oilier Jiand, plat? a :rslatEvc|v 
higher value urt jv.sdi -al air service, Tyrcsumably hecausc of otherwise more limited access to broad 
>j^ctrum medical care. 

Hon- do communities BENFFfTfn nn airjMrts (not prompted)? 

Ilrrnn fa side nix RunJ rcsiJcnti 
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VI. Montana's Major Airports 



National airlines provide ycaT-:eund scheduled service to seven Montana cities -- BilLing,-^ Great Falls, 
MLssuuLn, Liu^rxan, Jilune. Ileluna, ajul Kabip^jL Itiusr urban uinyftflS illsu prvWue IriUtspuntfLLun services 
to sumtnindin;: rural areas and are vital inter- and intra- Fit ate. The tbjjowinj; discusses Montanan s r use of 
and aliii.uo'es toward tbrise lujehplb fatj]j[ifa. 

U sers, Travefcarg , and Non-Traveler? 

The srate : 3 ni ajor airports anc broadly used by Mnntan an*. A Imost flfl percent of all respondent said they 
bad visited a major uiipon ut one lime or Lino tji^ and must o? Lbcrf visils utxmred in 1SW3 c-r l L ^ : 4. Urban 
jtsideote accoiuuTcrl for roughly £1 percent of iuaJL>j^rppi^iisers>wlmMbns£ driving fi^nuiiifll ^uujiLl^ 
aceountcd far the ncmainins 11 percent. iurprisinjiLy. most: major airport users weren't themselves- flying ltj 
or u-uL. insLKiJ Lucy visited Lhe aiq*Ml Lu ]usel ur diagxudi ulh-sr 'ra.V3]ftr$L [0 patrO^izt; n icsuiuranL, ur 
conduit other business. Non-traveler visits te niaier Montana aiiperts- outnumbered traveler vis its in oiy; 
survey by tuurcihtfn rvrOliJuri^. Tl^ £rJ[jEi& bvkr* brciLk Out Jfiv^lfci- anft non-tra v^ler by *KigrnphtL- 
origin. 
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Major airport user profiles. 

New fara][iOrrj detailed lonk at those vho vbit and iiic MootHnii'ii si^en mujui ajrpur/Li. line 
aeccimpam'ins iabJc eJiu^i. meJiUL ase. tiOU^eliold incc-iin.:, eduestior. and employment Frtaiis tornojnjscni 
of major MftHUHi a ai morn^ fnr urbar. and ninil uscri. 

Note that: 

+ TraveLe^i. boLh utoiEL&jjd m i al , liave liifclicr :ncom cs than n on -travelers and non-ussn; 

+ [ Mian nravdeci ure inutJL cruji e 1 ikfly than th a'r njiial cnuntcrpaTtFi tti he coH;sr.c graduates: 

+ Retiree; cuni-Uuile a ilispfopn j rion9te sTnait nf niial based! vi^iton:. 

Comparing Major Airport Users and Non-Users 
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Condition of Major Airports 

We asked respond ems ieveraJ questions ubuu.1 mujur iiirporL cunditioas. in general urban Tcai dcr.t* wei^ 
ni ore knowledgeable than rural tic 31 dznSi abour. aiipart conditions and semte?. a ii(l jjiurfr slhLj{]&J. 
DissatiiJfaciifHi tended to be ftKOf-ed *m tnsls for bolh user lypet; noJ user; were diasatisiiHi with flight 
avaiiablbty as weJJ. What f-D^Luwt is a s-inrrainry of die iciponacs. 
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Z"jr7tT QUALITY of the services ai that airport? 
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TVje JMJVGJT of services available now} 
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FREQUENCY of t-chzdiiled jxtsszriger service in your area': 
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/lw?'iff*i/iVj' i>f DIRECT FLIGHTS to mtyor cities in S&mUvttiV 
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Dte SAFETY atid COMFORT of the v.quipm«nii 
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VII. Montana's General Aviation Airports 



Willingness to Fund 

Cities a n d ^minricB own and operate most genera] avlorion airports in MudUuui, so Ihese eomirjuinty 
airports musL cojupek fox laxpa ye" nolla-is w irli I^-lV i*i forte m int. Jan i rati mi services. I ihiaric j, ? ind ofher 
iniporrar.T lncel needs. 

Wt asked roral respondents how high a priority Lbey placed on ap^rading LbeLr community airport, and 
how much raorr- in properly (iwji - if anything - they were willing m pay for =nic:li i improvement?. Knr. 
sorprlii i£ "!>' ncspondcnES wi llinepiess ^a pay related to their Levc! ot" use. Kurd re span darts ovcral I save 
ejeneraJ aviation airport landing a priority rai uig 01 Jfuui ou I dT Ifcji. Airvomi^ers^ave ir a 4 .^ , m c^mpa cd 
10 4. L fy nenmscrs. N'oec diaxevcn amcirui uzzrs, willingness to pay peaked at Less than 25 dollars lr. 
additional toxft. 



Willingness tn Pay AddirirniaJ Property' Taies for General Aviation Airports by Respondent Type 
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We also looiwO ar TIl-S rt]a[i onsh i j hetween ne3nfnnden[s n wilti n^ncss to pay for service and iaciiity 
upgrade* and the priority they gave to such improvements. Not surprisingly, LrjoEe who plate a higher 
prioritv on upgrading ^iirpur/1 H^ilitie^ a n d-'nr services a\fv oiOn; wil I i ii£ to fork l>v* r jdiitionaf 1av££ . 
Tmsjncwctf services were =:M_s^hcEy more "valuable' 7 in. chjs measure. 



Facility Lpgni 

zeryear 


dt 1 b> WHlEEl^QfSS Lu J'hv 


HirrWffi 

■ 


■ ■■-■rlfl 


^25 

S25 (49 
350 (75 




- 




E7&4- 


SMHBIEU^J 




)1 !3<H7!91Q 
Average priurLy 



S*rvkr U|^ra Je hv W[|jSniintss LO i'wv 



Taxes p=r 
Year 



■:525 



JfcftrV^^l 







■ I I L L I ■ I I L 

01234567S9 10 
Average prionty 



tfaijelU 



Noise and Safety Issues 

Wc queried rum] r^spondeiiDj ar>mjt general aviaiLon aii-pons' noise and saicty lcvc Is. The acccympa^yiiu; 
tal>lc FihQw^tbeu>TrwbBlmLijej^pOiJSe^as^iiopro1n^r[) ,L rorrf]JfOr , i;oriT)iniinity. STrhan i^s \faw.% to 
whim w<; did not pose this question, muy very weU have a dLtifereol profde un iiiiporl nuise nod. KtiJeLy. 
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Land Use Near General Aviation Airports 

Ahnut hatf ofthe niraL respu ode nls Jiad uu objUtlJucn lu llw bited Activities. 

Acceptable ActJvLrifeS Near General Aviation Airports 
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Height limits [iearthc airport ivcrc the only Jand use restriaiun. iitwp'uble tu i ittsjoritv of respondents. 
Aeueplfl H>le Land Use- Restrictions fieiir General Avirttu&rJ Airports 
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VI If. Airport Usage 



We diked respondents several detai Jed questions about tliiir use o^frirporli. Nearly all urban TT^pondents 
vfsrted flu if lotfll fljtpof f , jitu] Luu£[ uf lliese visiied uctuxredvvithin previous ycaT. Rural logid^nTs were Lfr>s 
likely to use their community airport: almost a fliinf Kfld j)eV'-?r vi^iled Gl? iiirpurL for any reason . 

Rcs|^on(kn1smavcli:dtoa'rpoTt^viath.eir-i>efsori^Kd:Li]ei. Nubtxly hopped Libui and almost nobody toot; 
a Ulml. 
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Urban TKlocnts used their lirporG rr.ore- often dian L"uraE residents. As noted earlier, respondent veiled 
ai r ports finr personal bn *el less ofter tiijui for i>lhi: reasunt. 



Frequency ofctirpiyrt use last year 
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Purpose for being there 
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Rjs pen dents iv en: asked ubuul viiHciuS $e* v ie$s Ji\ : an,ihle at \5cKitajia airpailx. Rural re si den ls used their 
ji irpo 'rs for & luroadec array or" services (crap dusting, charters. medLiiij\ Urttfu r^SJiltyni $" nsag.'* w^s j:iOr* 
tbcused orj pLisiefi^i' St;r\ iees an d restaurant*. 
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Tn addition lo uiiajr.:; parte ma. if a Lrnpur/Lani Lu kno^ ^ky pslipIb dorr r mi airjiorrs. Sflwca^kcd 
respondents who hi*;! Ji^-ver viiitK] Hie li ^ncal airport why net. A L: out a third of the urbmi no n users i^ud 
Uieycunldivl ^*t service i> ilicir icsired dcsLlr.atian . Another Liird sind ihey didn : L travel tjjrj. [uui had. ao 
riceJ far airport services. 



Reos&n NEVER used the local airport? 
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Since rural nonnsers were LLfccJy ca Dice availability issuer, we fol lowed up with die dLjvIduk — If scheduled 
ti<xv[ix were- available, would you use. in? Qiily I J percent $ajut]iey : d defin irely cue suth service if 
available: -1 percent said rr.uybe. 



Would you use sv-hedttftxi air puwenger wvU:k i/U we n r . (ivailablg?' 




*A'l«d nf niml nnn usKr.i inly. 



Wo followed up die dctmites and maybes (.- 5 perecnE of rural minuses) ny ask hi£ about ttic-ir will in qness 
to pay tor mtidcLLUEiil uir service luiJ liicir preferred JesLLnulkm. Many res pander:^ were vogue abom their 
w ill intjic^s to pay — bu: noc abour. where they warned to so. Billing was by fir the favor a* dosiinacEnn 
followed by tireul 3 ,- iiUs. This isn'l UJi> Su^prisin^ £Jv^n itw JialaDuti belveen popuJuLLOxj <enler& in eastern 
aiLd northern M entail a 



JJom : miichwould you pity for scheduled 
air Transportation service?** 
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* M sked of rural nou-uacr re sptKiderns who ^aid they would use SDhidulcd air pasieauier service if 
available. 
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IX. A Typical 100- Mile Montana Trip 



i:' r ussful to ki]ow ihr- travel habits of ap.iver pcmuljiLcm CFipzciaLy if you'n; in tbe business of 
pliiniuiL^ tran ^lorxtioR infJasnnDtujt. f bui ^vc asked all respond^! s if rhdv : d traveled UXJinilcs nr 
m cue during IW4. Muitljad. Ahour a flu rid nf rlifisc trips lasted on ly one duy ;ind Lbe pai:eo w\i& 
sujii J r for lindi urban and niraJ resident. 
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Busmcti trips ku^d rn lsc shorter nvcralL. wli ile nlcanjrc trips M'ere mors evenJy ibsLribuLed Mmsl 
business trips wcti: sd^u afizure; LrLneLiruf fur pleatm* uuJ ^'Jltr 1 [in r [inscs more often included 
addlLkmiiL boustimld mcrnhcrs. 
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HsJeua ixmJ UJllio^ vftrc lOQKr frfctjufciULy cited as busineii desLiiuUiuns. Those vrhuse destination w-lis 
Rtutcor KaLLspclL said They went for pleasure. 
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PtciuniiJ vehitkE vrsre fur and iiwuy llw must common mode of transportation for re sponderjt's In-state 
trjjis. Kven Ef it were available for ij;-si£te trjns> tespoJuderilx said diey wcruid nnr u se ai r tra nsi)onji J ,ji>ju L 
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X. Economic Impact 



Employment and Wages 



Finn* nrnvidmg some £wxi. u J" fti i- Ti-ansfiortaiion in Montana employed abuuJ L . J 00 psrsuflS Sl&lfi^ide ■ i^ 
lyi^.LitfiLiiLgs in tlifi sector amounted Lo about iHS jaiiUiOj:. 1-l J9^i- About SSfl m i I lion o: Thai was 
amibutaMe to wage anti many wwkei-z. Th ; Te.=.t was earned by sdL^mpJuyed persons wiJtTjJ m£ al FRQ : q 
EUih as crup-spf f-yi np, or charrcr service*. 
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Munlattf > FiuTeau. of Business and LcuiLundc JlBsSfiitl^ 
Economic MomLniia. 



Source: Hie UniversiLv of MuclUuui, 
iiur^uu <A Rn&i ii e&> and F.eonom i e 
Research. E eon omies Morn una. 



Tfo following CabJe &-jmrr J Lnri^K wnpinvmenr nurnbcTS and wa^os and salaries- ibr firm* JotiiLrO m each 
mtii ur airport in Montana. Dol lar ri^urea do not include iSfllf-eHLpluJ- indnr. ^a rnln*,^. Fis u^cs. are estimated 
frir OTi-aimoK cnipLDymenl u* w*]l $$ fi nns that do Lius.ir.ess- vvith die oirpor:. aucb as La.\iiund u: a v el agents ■ 
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« Air transportation umip^iei dominate FsiElm^s airport crap toymen:. 

* The T /.Fl . Forest Servke it die larp.es: tenant at die Missoula airpurL. Minu letuan Avja.ti.OU 3JDd 
Nonbstar Aviation make up a loree pon:un u?die a'r rraiisjwrtation eategoey, 

+ Itis National Guard is tJbe Jargesfc employer v.i ibu Or^at Falli airport. 
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• L'Jic Bozcman and KaJEKpcll airport havT l; relatively Jar]gc airport dcnsndeiti sedor because tbcv arc 
[fltmFTi hubs. 

* RnipLoyiiicr.T an 1T.& ITe-lcau tfuptit is mucJi more diversified^ ^$Mc> the NnLL-anaL Guard, Dov^inndcU 
ugEDtieii sutb. as the FAA . i JS Fcitcsl ServLct: and ^be Immkraiiop Scrvico. 



L di ploy in cut and Wages. M? j&r Munlunu Aiipufts, J 994 
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Soutoc: The IMvtnsky uf MudLlltul, Eureau ofBa-U^SS a*id EtOJitimii; RjE^urth. 
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XL Major Airport Profiles 



Finally wc compare activity Jevds al Murnimu : s wverj jnajor ,\irj>or.s. Our -ruivev Fru^^sts tliai S?f) percent 
of Monlanarii uM Tliei* imjor aTrpons in a £iv2n year, though moat of Lhsk ^isilH a:? for purpose^ 01^-Sj 
than personally trying in oiouL. As shown below, tfl nearly al I rlie major aiTpom in Montana, boardings Lyy 
commercial airline pisffcnpei^ increased L:cTwccn 199L and V)9*. Greir: ] ,- iiUs ^'ut Lbe lone exception. 



Aujtual Boardings by CcrtLficntMl Airport, Mu-hUiiisl's Mjijot Airport^ 1991-19^4 
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Source: MuriLanu Airpurl Manager* A variation. 



UeY-rnue Irenes slmv a somewhat different partem, l-^os-t maj or iiirporb e\perierjc?d eIJeilI revenue grywth 
ttfrweer, 1 592 and 1W-1. Hom:ver, Missoula : s revem si **«re down in 199^ due to a ra ajor consa-uction 
piDiKC. GreuL f nils, wlier* passenger hoarding": wen; down over line pennd , also experienced u decline in 
luiiling J&e^s and building rzrts. 



Annual Revenues by Ccrtitie;i Led AirjWrTr Montana's Major AlrportR, J992-L9M 
ThouaandE of Dollars 
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frnorifl: Motitajrja Ajrport Manuyer/a Assuc-itfliorj. 




Page J19 



Onerarions ~ beslolly aijciaft vIl^sIs touch in $ me nmway — ore [be usual way of meais urin£ aJrpuf t 
aaivjly level*. Bi II in&R waR the most active airpon in lW h as si: nwr, betaa--, fnhnwed by Helena. Nate 
that a sizable portion, of IleknOt operations iR axrributable co military a olivl^y. ltiis tsaJsu irui? of OfKir- 
fallSK where Narinnal Guard operations make ^ip :i<;&rlv half of the mial . General a Nation a rtivity 
comprise (tie balk ofoperaticiris in Hillings, Retzcmar.. Missoula, KiiiLsptlL aiifl Birtfc. 



Operations hy Type arid Ccrtilicufcd Airporl, .YLunW nn's. Major A IiTinrts, 1994 
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Billngs Bnzrrran Miiiiula Gieal Falls Kalispall Helana BuTfc 

Snujcc: U .S. Deparrmenl of Tiauipurtar.lnn, Federal Av^tion Adrnmistruiion. 



Finally, we compare the mimcer of airOrafl fcosHar inainr aiTpons. Th is provides an indicator of uiaye by 
Jotiil uvjuLion enrhusiasES. Rillir.cR was by fertile most active major airpirl by ilv* measure, altlwup.l: ii 
imporcanE to note that smaller general jwiarion airpnits close by Missoula and KaLLspell may siphon off 
some u&a^ that otherwise would be auribLi table to ;h.ose sites. For kiS[ai)C5 : rhc Stewn Rviilc airport, about 
SO miles rjom MissouJa. is home for ^ private planes. These added to Missoula's 10U, jjenertfl uviuLion 
auvrafl mirror loeal genital aviation operations. Like-rise, adding LiLrtrtffi a[ Kahsr>ill City Aiipnil fo-1 ) So 
fhoRC at Cilacicr International nearly doubles £«L<;ral a>iarinn aircraft. TTiu> in terms at' General aviation, 
KalispeU ]s ihe (turd most aei/ve anca in the state. 




LEftsul Ai nLfaft by Certificated Airport, Munf nan's JVLij or AirpOrlS 1Q94 
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Source: U.S. Department of "Iran sport a Lion, PeuecyJ Aviation Adm inistraticn. 



Li fujfi : Montana aiTporcs are vital players inltie sLu1e n & economic and ennennmity life. Mentanaqs reJy oil 
tbem for a siirpriiiiig vat jerj" of services, and mey : rc Generally surtLstied with This relationship. 
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